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Introductory Note 
Praise is to Allāh the All knowing and I seek blessing 
upon the noble soul of Prophet Muhammad 
(SallaLlaahu 'alayhi wa sallam). 

To proceed, 

This précis mainly contains the succinct discussions on 
the issue of the best animal to slaughter to worship 
Allāh in days of 'Id Al Udhiyah. Basically, the sacrificial 
beasts are generally recommended as Allāh says: 

ُٱُّٱٹٱٹ ُلىُ ُننُنمُنزُنرُممُماُليُ
ُنى ُئجُييُيىينُيمُيزُيرُىُٰنيُ
 ٢٨ُ:الحجَُُّئهُئمُئخُُئح

That they may witness things that are of benefit to them 
(i.e. reward of Hajj in the Hereafter, and also some 
worldly gain from trade, etc.), and mention the Name of 
Allah on appointed days (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th 
day of Dhul-Hijjah), over the beast of cattle that He has 
provided for them (for sacrifice) (at the time of their 
slaughtering by saying: Bismillah, WAllahu-Akbar, 
Allahumma Minka wa Ilaik). Then eat thereof and feed 
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therewith the poor who have a very hard time. (Al Hajj 
(22):28) 

The sacrificial beast includes camel, cow, sheep and 
goat1. And the best of each class is the healthiest, biggest, 
and most attractive with much meat.2 

The Messenger of Allaah said: 

سِنَّةُ ُإلاُتذبحواُلا    حُُأنُإلاُم  ةُ ُفتذبحواُُعليكمُيحعْس  عح ذح  الضأنُمنُجح

Sacrifice only a grown-up animal, unless it is difficult 
for you, in which case sacrifice a ram (of even less than 
a year, but more than six months’ age).3 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 Tafseer Al Qur’aan Al Adheem 3/1940 
2 Al Muhalla 7/370; Ahkaam Al Udhhiyah of Ash Shaykh Saalih Al 
‘Uthaymeen p.24 
3 Saheeh Muslim 1963 
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The Reports and the Opinions of the Four Schools 
 

Hanafi School 
Aaisah (radiyaLlaahu ‘anhah) the wife of the Prophet of 
Allaah said, 

نَُّ
ح
ُُأ ولح ُُِرحس  ُُاللَّّ لَّّ ُ ُصح لحيهُِْاللَّّ لَّمحُُعح ئلِحُُوحسح نُُِس  قِحابُُِعح اُ:ُالر  هح يُّ

ح
ُُأ ل  فضْح

ح
ُُُأ الح قح ول ُُفح ُرحس 

ُِ ُُاللَّّ لَّّ ُ ُصح لحيهُُِْاللَّّ لَّمحُُعح اُ"ُ:ُوحسح هح غْلَح
ح
ن اُأ اُثحمح هح س  نْفح

ح
أ اُعِندْحُُوح هْلهِح

ح
 أ

The Messenger of Allaah (sallaLlaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
was asked: What is the best kind of manumission (of 
slaves)?" He replied, "The manumission of the most 
expensive slave and the most beloved by his master.4 

Al Hanafiyyah opines that, the beast with most meat it 
the best5, likewise Al Imaam Ash Shawkaanee.6 

 

 

                                                             
4 Muwatta Imaam Maalim 1609; Ash Shaykh Saalim bn ‘Id Al Hilaaliy 
Abu Usaamah graded it authentic in Al Muwatta bir Riwaayatihi Ath 
Thamaaniyah 4/52 
5 Al Istidhkaar 15/136 
6 Ad Daraariy Al Mudhiyah p.399 
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Maaliki School 
Narrated Anas bin Malik: 

نحُ   ُُالنَّبُُُِّكَح لَّّ ُ ُصح لحيهُِْاللَّّ لَّمحُُعح ُُوحسح ِ ح  يُُِْي ضح بشْح نحاُبكِح
ح
أ ُُوح ِ ح  ضح

 
يُُِْأ بشْح  بكِح

The Prophet used to offer two rams as sacrifices, and I 
also used to offer two rams.7 

The best is the ram, then camel; considering the 
sumptuous of its meat and the Prophet (SallaLl āhu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) slaughtered two rams and he would 
do nothing but the best and if Allaah knew any other 
beast better than it, He would have ransomed it with 
Ishaaq (or Ismaail)8 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
7 Saheeh Al Bukhaaree 5553 
8 Al Istidhkaar 15/136; Al Kaafi fee Fiqhi Al Maalik p.421; Nayl Al 
Awtaar 5/125 
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Shafi’ and Hanbali Schools 
Narrated Abu Hurairah: 

نُِ ُ مح لح ةُِ يحومْحُ اغْتحسح عح ُ الْْ م  سْلح اُرحاح ث مَُّ الْْحنحابحةُِ غ  نَّمح
ح
أ ُ فحكح نحةُ  قحرَّبح نُْ بحدح مح اححُ وح  فُِ رح

ةِ اعح ا الثَّانيِحةُِ السَّ نَّمح
ح
أ ُ فحكح ة ُ قحرَّبح رح نُُْبحقح مح اححُ وح ةِ فُِ رح اعح ا الثَّالِثحةِ السَّ نَّمح

ح
أ ُ فحكح  قحرَّبح

ا بشْ  نحُ كح قرْح
ح
نُْ أ مح اححُ وح ةِ فُِ رح اعح ةُِ السَّ ابعِح ا الرَّ نَّمح

ح
أ ُ فحكح ةُ  قحرَّبح اجح نُْ دحجح مح اححُ وح  فُِ رح

ةِ اعح ةِ السَّ ا الْْحامِسح نَّمح
ح
أ ُ فحكح ةُ  قحرَّبح جحُ فحإذِحا بحيضْح رح امُ  خح مح حتُِ الِْْ ضَح ةُ  حح ئكِح لَح  المْح

حسْتحمِعُ  ِكْرحُ ونحُي  ال 

The Messenger of Allaah (sallaLlaahu 'alayhi wa sallam) 
said, "Any person who takes a bath on Friday like the 
bath of Janaba and then goes for the prayer (in the first 
hour i.e. early), it is as if he had sacrificed a camel (in 
Allah's cause); and whoever goes in the second hour it is 
as if he had sacrificed a cow; and whoever goes in the 
third hour, then it is as if he had sacrificed a horned 
ram; and if one goes in the fourth hour, then it is as if he 
had sacrificed a hen; and whoever goes in the fifth hour 
then it is as if he had offered an egg.9 

                                                             
9 Saheeh al Bukhaaree 881, Saheeh Muslim 850, Sunan Abee Daawud 
351 and Sunan An Nasaa’ee 864 
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With this report Ash-Shaafi’yah10, Al Hanaabilah11 and 
other scholars12 opine that camel is the most virtuous, 
since: 

i. It has enough meat. 
ii. It is more enough to be distributed to the poor. 

iii. It was firstly mentioned in the report.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                             
10 Al Haawiy Al Kabir 29/92 
11 ‘Umdah Al Fiqh p.51; Al Muqni’ fee Fiqhi Al Hanbali p.132;Manaar 
As Sabeel Sharh Ad Daleel 1/271; Zaad Al Mustaqni’ p.95 
12 Al Istsdhkaar 15/36; Fataawa Al Lajnah Ad Daaimah 11/398; Ahkaam 
Al Udhhiyah of Ash Shaykh Sālih Al ‘Uthaymeen p.24; Dhakeerah Al 
‘Uqbah 33/324 
13 Al Istidhkaar 15/136 
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       Establishing the Authentic Position 

From Al Qur'an 

Allaah says: 

 ١٠٧ُ:الصافاتَُُّرُٰذُٰييُيىُٱُّٱٹٱٹ                   
       And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice. 

Al Imaam al Qurtubee14, As Sama'aanee15, Ibn Katheer16 
and Al Imaam Ahmad Shaakir said: The authentic is, this 
is what the majority are upon) and others among the 
scholars of Tafseer said: (He was ransomed) with a 
ram.17 

Al Imaam al Qurtubee Al Maalikee concluded: In this 
verse (there is) evidence that slaughtering ram is more 
virtuous than camel.18 

 

 

 

                                                             
14  Al Jaami’ Al Ahkaam Al Qur’aan 15/79, Edtn Maktabah As Saffaa. 
15 Tafseer Al Qur’aan As Sama’aanee 4/409 
16 Tafsir Al Qur’aan Adheem 4/2422 
17 ‘Umadatut Tafsir Ikhtisaar Tafsir ibn Kathir 2/152 
18 Al Jaami’ Al Ahkaam Al Qur’aan 15/79 
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From the Sunnah 

Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet used to offer two 
rams as sacrifices, and I also used to offer two rams.19 

Ibn Hajar said: The statement of Anas; that he also used 
to offer two rams to follow the Prophet and contains an 
indication of Idaamah (constantly slaughtering of ram 
during festival).20 

A'ishah reported that;  
نَُّ
ح
ُُأ ولح ُُِرحس  رحُُوسلمُعليهُاللُّصلُّاللَّّ مح

ح
ُُأ بشْ  نحُُبكِح قرْح

ح
ُُأ

 
أ طح ادُ ُفُُِيح وح يحبْْ كُ ُسح ُفُُِوح

ادُ  وح رُ ُسح يحنظْ  ادُ ُفُُِوح وح تِحُُسح
 
حُُبهُُِِفحأ ِ ح   بهُِِلِِ ضح

Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) 
commanded that a ram with black legs, black belly and 
black (circles) round the eyes should be brought to him, 
so that he should sacrifice it.21 

Though, the majority of the scholars also say: The 
prophet killed ram to ease the affairs of his Ummah (not 
to overburden them). This is weak for three reasons: 

                                                             
19 Its reference has preceded 
20 Fat'h al Baaree 10/10 
21 Saheeh Muslim 1967 
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i. No prophetic back up for the reasons. 
ii. The Prophet would choose the best and most 

pleasing to The Lord, especially to worship his Lord 
-the Sublime.  

iii. Even, if it is for the easiness upon his Ummah, 
should the Ummah then overburden themselves? 

The evidences of the majority of the scholars are 
general, while the evidences of Imaam Maalik and his 
comrades are specific. 

The scholars of usool do say: 

 العامُعلىُمقدمُالْاص                                  

The specific evidence takes precedence over the general 
evidence. 

The view of Imaam Maalik, his comrades, Al Haafidh 
Ibn Mulaqan Ash Shaafi’yy22 Ash Shawkaanee23, Sidiq 
Hasaan Khaan24 and Shaykh bn Baaz25 calms the mind 
as the best guidance, is the guidance of Muhammad.  

                                                             
22 Ilaam bif Fawaaid ‘Umdatil Ahkaam 10/181 
23 Nayl Al Awtaar Sharh Muntaqaa Al Akhbaar 5/125 
24 At Taliqaat Ar Radiyah ala Ar Rawdatin Nadiyyah 3/130 
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                The Weak Report 
Zayd bn Arqam reported: 

ُ ُُقحالح اب  صْحح
ح
ولُُِأ ُُِرحس  ُُاللَّّ لَّّ ُ ُصح لحيهُِْاللَّّ لَّمحُُعح ُُايحُُ:ُوحسح ولح ُُِرحس  اُاللَّّ ُُِمح ذِه احُُُِّهح ضح

ح
ُُالْأ

ُ نَّةُ ُ"ُ:ُقحالح مُُْس  بيِك 
ح
اهيِمحُُأ اُ:ُقحال واُ".ُإبِرْح مح حاُفح اُلنح ُُيحاُفيِهح ولح ُُِرحس  ُُِ"ُ:ُقحالحُُاللَّّ ل  ُبكِ 

ةُ  رح عح نحةُ ُشح سح ُُ:ُقحال واُ".ُحح وف  ُُيحاُفحالصُّ ولح ُُرحس  ُُِ"ُ:ُقحالحُُاللَّّ ل  ةُ ُبكِ  رح عح وفُُِمِنحُُشح ُالصُّ
نحةُ  سح  حح

The Companions asked, O Messenger of Allah! What is 
Udhiyah?’ He replied, ‘It is the Sunnah of your father 
Ibrahim (‘alayhis salam).’ They asked again, ‘What 
benefit do we get from it?’ He answered, ‘A reward for 
every hair (of the sacrificed animal).’ ‘And [what reward 
is there for animals with] wool, O Messenger of Allah?’ 

                                                                                                                                                                              
25 al Majmoo' 18/43, listen also to his audio: 
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/14498/%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%8
4%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D9%86%D9%85-
%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%B1-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84 
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they asked. ‘A reward’, he said, ‘for every fibre of the 
wool.26 

So, it is not allowed to attribute it to the Prophet 
(SallaLlaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and extract ruling from 
it. 

 

This is the end of the treatise. I beseech Allaah to grant 
me success here and hereafter. 

Abū Sahl al Atharee. 

8/12/1440 (Fri, Aug 9, 2019) 

Edited on 16/11/1441 (Wed 8 of July, 2020) 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                             
26 Sunan Ibn Maajah 3127; Al Imaam Ibn Mundhir classed it weak in At 
Targhib wat Tarbhib 2/159, likewise Al Imaam Al Albaanee in Silsilah 
Ahaadeeth As Saheehah 527. 
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