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Verily all praise are due to Allah, we thank Him, we seek His assistance and
we turn to Him for forgiveness, and we seek refuge with Allah from the evil
promotings of our souls and from the bad drawbacks of our actions, whoever
Allah guides none can misguide and whoever He sends astray will find no
one to bring him back to guidance, | testify that no one is worthy of worship
except Allah alone, He has no partner, and | testify that Muhammad is His
.slave and messenger
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person
(Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from
them both He created many men and women and fear Allah through Whom
you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs
(kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.” — (An-Nisaa: 1)
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‘O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and speak
(always) the truth. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger
(salallaahu alahyi wa sallam) he has indeed achieved a great achievement
(i.e. he will be saved from the Hell-fire and made to enter Paradise).” —
(Ahzaab: 70-71)
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Indeed the most truthful of speeches is the speech of Allaah and the best of
guidance is the guidance of Muhammad, the worst of affairs are the newly
Jinvented ones and all new inventions in the religion are bid'ah (
)innovations), all innovation are misguidance and all misguidance leads to
hell
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:To proceed

Verily this is a compilation of principles, measures, and benefits extracted
and deduced from the treatise, The Difference Between Admonition and
Shaming by Al-Haafiz bn Rajab Al-Hanbali (died 795AH). | wrote it for
myself and for my brothers who are students of knowledge after Allah had
favoured me with teaching this treatise in As-Sabeel Bikdiy mosque in seven
.sittings of knowledge during the month of Sha'baan year 1436AH (7)

| present to you these pearls extracted from the speeches of Al-Haafiz bin
.Rajab Allah the exalted be merciful to him

A g Jala 5gd Lagiu G g (rag (B8 Lagin pmaill g danall) -]
Admonition and shaming differ from each other and whoever equates them
IS either an ignoramus or an oppressor.
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Admonition and shaming both share in the following illustration

informing a person about something disliked (concerning that person)
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And admonition differs from shaming in its objectives (since admonition is
to establish a general or specific advantage) while Shaming (is to debase,
fault and vilify)
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Informing a person about something detested (from him) solely to
dishonour, to fault or debase is impermissible
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Informing a person about something detested (from him) to establish a
general or specific benefit is legislated, moreso, obligatory
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The scholars of Jarhu waTa'deel (censure and appraisal) established that
there is difference between dispraise of reporters (Hadith transmitters) and
backbiting

ot B Yzl o Gaosh B a3l 2l Jal o) -7

The people of devotion and asceticism usually reject the jarhu (censure) of
a majruuh (someone who has been criticised), but they (their rejection) are
not to be given any consideration
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The scholars of Sunnah have established that there is no difference between
criticism of a dispraised transmitter and the clarification of the mistake of
someone who erred in the understanding of the meaning of the Qur'an and
Sunnah so as to caution away from emulating him in that which he has erred

il e ol zoadl el 3 Glsa o elalad) aaal -9

The scholars have a concensus on the permissibility of making such
clarification with criticism and rebuttal on the mistake
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It has been the tradition of scholars in their authorship, to censure the one

deserving of dispraise and refute errors, from the results of the legality of
this is: The Ummah wouldn’t be unanimous upon misguidance.
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Error is to be refuted upon the one who utters it regardless of whoever it
may be from amongst the companions or those who came after them, so
far it is done with proofs and evidences.
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There is no necessitation of vilification, defamation or debasement from the
one who was refuted towards the one who refuted an error.
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Whoever is uncouth (impolite) in manners by being abusive, insulting and
demeaning when refuting, then his speech in refutation of falsehood would
admitted and his flagrancy and affront rejected.

B inad) DY) g de Hal) maad) Al callial) e o 8 bl 48y kY 14

Salafee Methodology in refuting the contravener (infractor) is by
establishing evidences of the Sharee'ah and relevant standing proofs.

ladl) Je 3l (edasall 215
ASSMSO&JJ\C)\;%QYJ#&J@GAﬁ‘@éﬂ‘gaq)@ﬂ\&.)gﬂ\éﬂ\)%\ -
Lalad) A AdalS (68 i g
DLQJ‘YJPQ_'\AAA\@JAJAu@@ﬁ&l\gﬁﬁ&&#\e&h?‘a\ -
- AR (e Yy Gpatiiall (e 2a)
L Ol ;M\Q#L@sé&g\ﬁ‘i\g\hj
The wisdom behind refutation of an error:

1) Revelation of the truth with which Allah has sent His Messenger — Allaah
raise his rank and grant him peace— so that the religion will be solely for
Allah alone and for His speech to reign supreme

2) Centralisation of the entirety of knowledge with no aberration
(irregularities) present in it is not the station of anyone among them
(scholars) and no one has ever claimed it among the earlier scholars and the
latter ones.

And these two matters hava been agreed upon by the Ulamaa of Salafiyyah.
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The Imams of the salaf would speak the truth and implore their companions
and followers to acknowledge the truth if it manifests from other than their
speeches.

e OIS Ol g agale 0350 (e @) ol Gl dadl 17

The Imams of the salaf would acknowledge the truth from whoever presents
it to them, even if it's from a minor (not on their level)

AV Ge i & dalall ¢ sl 4l e allad) ey ¥ o) ) (e 18
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From good mannerism is that a scholar should not rely solely on his

rationale away from proof, he should rather research on what is closest to
correctness

Ad) 1 g Al 80 aliny ¥ g (gad) aliny Alud) 219

A Salafi reveres the truth and not his speeches and thoughts .

_o}g@dgiﬁwu& o) g (Bl Hoeds cay Al 220

A Salafi loves the manifestation of truth whether it occurs upon his tongue
or upon the tongue of other than him.

s gl Al B OIS ) g Al ASiIEL AL ol AdgB 3 O 0 Y AL 221
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A Salafi does not detest that his speech be refuted or that his contravention
of the Sunnah be clarified to him regardless of whether that was done in his
lifetime or after his demise

G Adliiay gl Vg Cpall OB Qe ) dadl 22
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The Imams of Islam would defend the religion and they are not pleased with
opposing the truth.

Lgd Jalal) lld oy al glg Al Gl July ABA (e Al 0 08 Y ALl 223
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A Salafi does not dislike the opposition of whoever oppose him by presenting
proof to him, even if he doesn’t consider that proof strong enough for him to
hold on to, he abandons his evidence to him (without grudge)

Js&i ¥ (bl 13) ¢y 3ad s daad Glal 13) 7 i o Gad) egdd o G lan =24
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From what has been specified upon the manifestation of the truth is to rejoice

when your contender (opponent) is right and be sad when he is wrong, and

not to say to him anything that will hurt him, this is a sign of completeness of
intellect of its possessor

slalal) dgay ol Ao Jald) AL A 8 ad) (g ddpudal) Y@l 3 =25
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Refutation of weak articles and clarifying the truth in their contradiction of

evidences of the Sharee'ah is a matter beloved to the people of knowledge
and they praise and venerate those who do it; and it is a form of admonition

CUA AR < 3 e 8 gall Calldal dddad Jlgdd) 6 S e =26

Whoever dislikes the exposure of his error which contradicts the truth, then
no consideration is given to his dislike in that aspect.
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It is an obligation upon the Muslim to desire the manifestation of truth and
for the Muslims to know it whether that is in agreement with him or in
contradiction to him

Aeazall) Jadl) cpa i Baganal) Jladdl cpa uad 3ol jlgdd) A1 S -28

Dislike for manifestation of truth is not a praiseworthy trait, rather it is
objectionable
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There is no wrong in clarifying a mistake from the mistakes of the early
scholars, and there is no blame upon the refuter with the condition that he
is mannerly (polite) in his expression and nice in his rebuttal and response

Al a8 AlllBay I S8 s Ja Le o Al e uaa 1) 230

If it occurs from the refuter with truth, an indication of delight (enticement)
with his articles, then there is no fault on him

L2380 g Lgdaial La) cYall Glany JISH) b allad) iy 8 2371

A scholar may be intensive in repudiating some articles, perhaps for their
weakness or for their exclusivity.
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The judgement in this section: An-Nasee'ah (Admonition) is regarding the
:obvious (apparent), as for its concealed aspect

1) If his sole objective for it is to clarify the truth and for people not to be
deluded by the articles of the erring one, then he is recompensed as
a commendable admonisher

2) However if his objective for doing it is to expose the faults of the
refuted and to debase and make his ignorance and shallownness in
knowledge become obvious, and other similar reasons, that is
absolutely prohibited. (Nevertheless) it is (still) accompanied by the
obligation of accepting the truth and rejection of the falsehood

S ol S T pha 039 A O Jlld) ale (el £ 4l =33

It is legislated for whoever recognises falsehood to clarify it and refute it,
whether young or old

lay M8 7y e ganva Jal gl AN Jileal) Gy (A oy 9B sl allall 234
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A senior scholar may make mistake in some matters for which there exists

authentic and plain evidence, do not fault or diminish him, rather refute his
error and preserve his honour.

Sl 3 G Ja uadil) 8 daglied g 4SilSal allad) Uad e gl A Y =35
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It is not appropriate to be silent regarding the mistake of a scholar because

of his status and reverence in the minds, rather it is obligatory to refute
falsehood and aid the truth.

Sallly Sagdl B JAN 9gd cuall g (alill aaly bl 3, e =36
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Whoever refutes falsehood with the objectives of debasing and finding fault
has fell into calumny and backbiting.

AuEl a9 ADLAY 9 £l JAT Gy Cpll (B age sl slalall G (38 -37
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There is difference between the exemplary (model) scholars in the religion

and the people of innovation and misguidance and the one who
impersonates the scholars without being part of them

el Ol J9aad Al g £ 2l JaT Lal ge (o Lay ¢y slalay ¢y gailead) slalall 238
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The Salafee scholars would be compassionate (with scholars of Sunnah) in

handling precedents, as for the people of innovation and misguidance, then

it is permissible to make clear their ignorance and expose their faults as
caution for people from emulating them.

& Aavaill plalall o 03y 30 i Ad) dde L (e aalindg ol sial g al S) ciay =39
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It is obligatory to honour, respect and praise whoever it becomes apparent
from that he intends admonition for the sake of Allah and HisMessenger,
by his refutation upon the Ulamaa.

Guad) Jlgdil g adll g alitl) agale 03y 3 i A Ade e (pa A glal) Gadaw =40
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He is liable to punishment, whoever it becomes manifest from that his

intention for refuting the Ulamaa is to diminish, vilify and find faults, so as to
incapacitate him and his supporters from these proscribed vices

s Ol aaly 3 3 guala 4 e oS4y <41
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It is possible to know the objective of the refuter through either of the
-following two affairs

1) His acknowledgement or declaration of his objective
2) By the presumptions of the encompassment of his refutation, in action
and speech.

s Aa gl o W) Wadd) ot 31 SX Y A Galal) aldl) cildle (e 242
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From the indicators of a sincere admonisher is that he doesn't mention a

refutation and clarification of error except from a perspective from which
some other scholars apart from him had viewed it.
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In writing and research, he makes it binding to convey his statements in
admonition and in desiring the truth.
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Whoever bears the statement of an admonisher as debasement, fault
finding and aspersion even when what is apparent from his condition is

admonition and desiring truth, then such a person is from those who assume
evil of the innocent (blameless)

A g Al da s Laa o gl ) jlal dda 4gdaT Y Cpaa s gl Y 245

Assuming evil of someone from whom there are no obvious signals of evil is
one of the things prohibited by Allah and His messenger
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From the indications of evil assumption is: profuse aggression and hostility,

littleness of piety and looseness of the tongue, and a great deal of
backbiting, libel and envy, and severe covetousness of leadership position.

Guad) g (il 331 ) Ao slalall o 0a) Jany 5 sl & jlal dde Cipgdh (0 47
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Whoever have with him indications of evil assumption, his refutation on the

scholars will be taken for debasement, fault finding, and vilification, not
admonition (advice), and he is deserving of being met with contempt.

e A4S Jaay o) uag Al £ LA o a8 L @l jlaf Ada gl ol (g 48
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And whoever have no indications of evil assumption with him in general
which calls for any form of skeptisim, then it is obligatory to employ his

statement upon its best implication, and it is impermissible to employ it upon
its worst possible scenario.

LG 5gd malll dag o 08 e dgay B 4AY JB o) 49

If he tells his brother to his face what he detest in the manner of advisory,
then that is best.

0% gha Al GlS O Lgda Jliay O dage eyl el (38 50

The one who is informed about any of his defects have the right to excuse
himself from it if he has any argument from it.
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If he tells his brother to his face something he detest in the mode of scolding
for a sin, then that is an obnoxious disparagement.

cpsade QML puadlly n gl 52

Chiding and shaminging for a sin is disparagement.

0 9 ASign Jaldl) g Aaualy g o e (a3alld dialia 4da Gl A idl) 53

For a sin which its perpetrator has repented from, the Muumin (believer)
conceals and admonish him while the Faajir (wicked criminal) uncovers him
and shaming him.

L Sl 41 j8) raalll e (e =54

From the indications of admonition is its accompaniment with concealment.

Ol Ad) B ppadl) clade (g 55

And from the indications of shaming is its accompaniment with publicising.

Sl g il g g rally ) (B e AL W56

A Salafi treads the path of commanding with good and forbidding from euvil.

ol g Fensill dag Ao Siall oo il g digurall JaY) sSs o) 0 08 <57

It is disliked that commanding with good and forbidding from evil be in the
form of scolding and shaming.

Zyaiall Lgub ad g Al Bacdal) A1) Al & maldl) 258
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The aim of an admonisher is removal of the source of ruin and harm that
the recipient of the admonition has fell into.

A el (0 Qe Al A raldlly <59

And the objective of the brazen horrible one is publicising the blemishes of
the one admonished.

Ay A Aa s Laa b gl Jlgdil g 4Ll -60

Publicising and revealing defects is one of the things Allah and His
Messenger have prohibited.

i g cp g Adaldl) deld) -1

Spreading immorality is debility and feebleness.

AL el g Adaldl) deld) 1 _aldl) Jlad e <62

From the qualities of the Faajir (wicked criminal) is: spreading immorality
and shaminging with sin.

Lulaal) g (aildill fpaigal) aliial B Y g uliall JIg) A A Ga e Y el 63

The Faajir has no interest in removing the source of harm, nor in distancing
Muslims from defects and faults

Al e i g agall AR A Gl Aold) e AN (a2 -64

The sole interest of the Faajir is to publicise the blemish of his believing
brother and rip out his honour
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From the attributes of the Faajir which affirms his objective: he reiterate and

repeatedly vilify, shaming and scold and announces it, so as to plunge his
believing brother into hurt in this world.
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From the attributes of the admonisher is that his aim with his advice is
removal of the defect of his believing brother and to distance him from it (the
fault).
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The bearer of the Faajir upon proliferating evil, his cruel and rude exposure,
and his desire to harm his believing brother and plunge him into hurt, all
these are attributes of shaytaan.
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There is irreconcilable difference between the one whose intention is
admonition and the one who intends scandal, and either of them does not
get jumbled with the other except for the one without sound intellect.
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The recompense of the one who circulate evil regarding his believing brother
and scrutinize his faults and uncover his blemishes in a manner not
legislated by the Sharee'ah, is that Allah will scrutinize his blemishes and
uncover his faults even if he hides in a hole in his house.
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Whoever professes admonition in place of shaming while secretly intending
to shaming and harm, then he is a brother of the Munaafigeen (hypocrites).
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From the qualities of the Jews and the hypocrites is to exhibit goodness while
their objective is evil, so they could be praised for what is apparent from them
and be able to achieve their evil objective, complement their interest and
effectuate their ploy by way of this deception, and the one who engages in
this practice has been promised a severe torment.
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Whoever intends vilification of someone and his debasement so people may
flee from him for an invalid reason, cannot achieve that except by unveiling
an impugnation done to him for religious reason.
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This exposer combines between two obnoxious and prohibited matters in
admonition:
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1) The first of them is employing (conveying) the refutation of a scholar
on the statement of someone else, in hatred, libel, or for whimsical
reason, and it may be that the scholar intended by it an admonition for
the believers and a revelation of something impermissible for him to
conceal out of knowledge.

2) The second is exposing an impugnation done to the scholar so as to
) achieve his corrupt wish and objective in swappingshamingfor (
admonition and to drive people away from the scholars of the
Sharee'ah.
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And whoever is afflicted with anything of this slyness should fear Allah and
seek His assistance, and be patient for surely the outcome (aftermath) is for
those who are conscious (of their Lord)
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The consequences of double-dealing always comes back to its plotter as
evidenced by the Sharee’ah, and the reality also testifies to that.
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Written by your beloved brother: Ahmad bin Umar Saalim BAAZMOOL
By the sunset of Tuesday 8th of Sha’baan, 1436AH.

The translation done by a slave in need of the favour of his Lord:
Misbaah Olagunju (Aboo Aamaal).
This Tuesday 2nd Sha’baan, 1442AH (16th of March, 2021)
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